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This book is dedicated to our lineage. 
May we honor those we love who have gone before us 

and those who will come after us 
with the ways we have discovered and communicated the God 

we have come to know. 
May our children and their children know the real Him 

in ever-increasing ways, 
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Dear Reader,

We’d like to share a few helpful things with you to keep in mind 
as you are reading. 

1. It’s highly likely that you’ve never read a book written by a hus-
band and wife quite like this one. Just like any husband and wife, 
we see things and express what we see differently. It is our hope 
that as you read, you will not be distracted by the back and forth 
style of our communication or worry too much over who is say-
ing what, but that you would experience our thoughts as a seam-
less teaching and dialogue on the vast subject of God. In order 
to bring some differentiation, we have put a simple strategy in 
place. Johnny’s words are typed in a regular font and Elizabeth’s 
words are italicized.   

2. Our goal in writing this book was simple: to expand the reader’s 
perspective of who they think God is. If you are not open and 
hungry spiritually to learn more about God, then you may not get 
much out of this book and we apologize in advance. 

��� ,I�\RX�DUH�ÀQGLQJ�\RXUVHOI�DW�D�WLPH�LQ�OLIH�ZKHUH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�XQ-
derstand new things about yourself and God, then get ready to 
go on a thought provoking journey where you are sure to have 
genuine encounters with God throughout the pages of this book.

4. We consider ourselves to be Christians who are spiritual, but not 
religious (which we will explain later in the book). Because we 
don’t want the book to feel religious, rather than put scripture 
references in our dialogue, we have put them in footnotes. We 
have also used footnotes to go into a little more depth on subjects 
that only a few may really be interested in. 
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5. Some of you may prefer to read a book with more stories and less 
WHDFKLQJ�WKDQ�WKLV�RQH��,I�LW�LV�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�\RX�WR�SD\�DWWHQ-
tion, you may consider reading only a few pages a day, in order 
to break it up and be able to better absorb it. Because our desire is 
to present what may become a fresh perspective and a new men-
tality about God, we attempted to be repetitive in order to help 
learners of all types. Remember that repetition is required in order 
for us to really own a concept as our personal conviction. Read all 
the way through—you’ll be glad you did!

6. There are several times in the book where we encourage you as 
the reader to put the book down and process something in a more 
personal way with God. That may sound a bit silly, but we en-
courage you to approach this book as a potentially life changing 
encounter with God. So look out for those opportunities and con-
sider taking the challenge in the moment. Who knows, it might 
just lead you to having a story of your own to tell!

7. Pay close attention to the subtitles in each chapter as you read. 
They aren’t just there to break up the pages into smaller sec-
tions, but are a helpful guide to an overall format we are us-
ing throughout the entire book. The subtitles will navigate you 
through an intentional template in gaining a fresh view of your-
self and of God.

8. If you want to get the most out of this, then read it slowly and plan 
on taking awhile to go through it. It will actually shift you into a 
new mentality not only about God, but about every area of life, 
which takes time and thoughtful personal processing. There are a 
couple of ways you can read the book: the usual way, one chapter 
at a time, or in segments as a 90 day devotional. You would sim-
ply read the intro and then one subtitled section a day. 

��� $W�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�ERRN�\RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�D�4XLFN�5HIHUHQFH�&KDUW�WKDW�
VLPSOLÀHV�WKH�RYHUDOO�WHPSODWH�RI�HDFK�DVSHFW�RI�*RG�DV�/RYH�DQG�
how His love is displayed in each area of culture. We included it 
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knowing that it will especially mean something to you by the end 
of the book.

However you ended up with this book in your hands, we pray 
God Himself—nothing less and nothing more—will meet with you 
in just the way that you can receive it. Above all else, may you gain 
an increased perspective of How good He is and how much He loves 
you. Thank you for taking your time to read this book. We are truly 
honored to have the opportunity to speak into this season of your 
relationship with your God.

Johnny and Elizabeth





Introduction—Questions That
Must Be Answered

GOD. no Matter what you were taught, or not taught about who or what 
He is, we all have questions about Him.

Who is He? What is He? If He exists, is He good? Should He be trusted? 
How involved is He in my life? And if He is involved, what in the world is 
He thinking? Where was He when...? Where is He now? Does He care about 
me? Does He really care about all the suffering in the world?

Do I matter? Am I important? Is surviving this life all there is? Will I 
ever feel truly loved? Will I ever feel something other than pain, emptiness, 
and loneliness?

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�\RXU�RIÀFLDO�UHOLJLRQ�RU�EHOLHI�VWDWXV�LV��KRZ�\RX�
answer these questions is, in fact, the most important thing about 
you.1 Even if you believe there is no God, it is still the most impor-
tant thing about you. Who you become and what your life produces 
will be directly connected to your perspective of God. If you have 
seen Him as less powerful than He is, it will have a great affect on 
you. If you have seen Him to be less good than He really is, it will 
greatly affect you. If you have seen Him to be less relevant to life 
than He really is, then the adverse effects on your life will be equally 
as profound.

What if the whole point of life is to discover the answers to these ques-
tions? Are you willing to take the risk of disappointment and fear of dealing 
with the pain that is behind the hard questions? Although we were both raised 
in Christian families and grew up in Christian churches, we went through 
enough heartache in life to begin asking those hard questions early on. Pain 

1 One of A.W. Tozer’s best-known quotes is: “What comes into our minds when we think 
about God is the most important thing about us.“ From The Knowledge of the Holy, p. 1, 
©1961 by A.W. Tozer, Harper SanFrancisco.
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has a way of doing that to you—either forcing the issue to the surface or bury-
ing it deep enough to ignore.

Are you ready to explore a God who is so much more than most 
of us have imagined or been told that it jolts you into a new way of 
experiencing life? Our perspectives of who God is and what He is 
like are most often formulated by our upbringing and then our reac-
tion to our upbringing. If our childhood left us with happy memories, 
along with instruction about who God is, then we generally are able 
to hold on to perspectives of a good God and continue to live out a 
relationship with Him. On the other hand, if our early experiences in 
OLIH�ZHUH�IUDXJKW�ZLWK�WUDXPD�DQG�IDPLO\�IUDFWXUHV��ZH�RIWHQ�ÀQG�RXU�
beliefs about God have deteriorated. We see Him as either nonexis-
tent or someone who can’t be trusted. There are obviously innumer-
able perspectives on who God is and what He is like, but the one that 
matters most is yours.

In recent years, much deserved attention has come to our need to 
ÀQG�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZH�DUH�KHUH��RXU�SXUSRVH��3DVWRU�5LFN�:DUUHQ·V�H[FHO-
lent book The Purpose Driven Life has been widely received and read 
by many who are not Christians. It has helped our generation deal 
with questions like, “What am I here for? What is my purpose and 
KRZ�GR�,�IXOÀOO�LW"µ�8OWLPDWHO\�HYHU\RQH�ZDQWV�WR�NQRZ�WKHLU�SXUSRVH�
in life. Our personal journeys have brought us to the realization that 
we were made by God and for Him. We have also realized that even 
though settling these questions of our purpose are vital for a mean-
ingful existence, the answers cannot be discovered or understood 
without an expanded perspective of who God is. 

An expanded perspective of God becomes a life changer for any-
one who has experienced it. Though we don’t by any means claim to 
have a full perspective of God ourselves, we do claim to have grown 
greatly in our own personal perceptions of who He is. This growth 
has been revolutionary in our own lives, as well as for those we have 
the privilege of interacting with. For us, every time our individual 
perspectives of God have expanded, it has resulted in drastic changes 
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in our quality of life and a greater understanding of our purpose in 
life, individually and as a couple.

The God each of us sees is the God we show others. As your view of Him 
expands, you then give others the opportunity to see God in new ways. You 
could show someone else the expanded view of God that you wish you had 
been introduced to.

I grew up in as wonderful a home as any I have heard of. My 
parents were God-loving people who served the Lord as pastors and 
missionaries. God was the priority of our household and of the way 
we lived. The church movement we were a part of was radical in its 
expression and devotion to God. We were taught that God was to be 
prioritized in every way possible, and not just on Sunday mornings. 
He was to be prioritized in how we dressed, in how we interacted 
with the opposite sex, in how intensely we sang in worship in the 
multiple church services we had to attend every week. He was to 
be thought of in every word we spoke and in every attitude we ex-
pressed. God was everywhere at all times, and He could see and hear 
everything we were doing. Therefore it behooved us to not do or say 
anything that might displease Him.

Though I brought many acceptable perspectives of God into my 
adulthood, there were also many unacceptable ones that came from 
my childhood—perspectives that I no longer carry and that have 
changed my life because what I think about God is the most impor-
tant thing about me. The God I grew up with was a good God—theo-
retically. But in reality, He seemed also pretty much a stern principal 
who was always looking over my shoulder, ready to chide me for 
any ungodly action, thought, or deed. The God I grew up with did 
not love most things about this world or this life. He despised sports 
and entertainment because they kept stealing people’s attention from 
Himself. The fact that boys would notice pretty girls was tremen-
GRXVO\�GLVWDVWHIXO�WR�+LP��DQG�GHÀQLWHO\�QRW�KRO\��7KH�*RG�,�NQHZ�
cared very little for anything here on earth, including the earth itself. 
It would all burn up one day, and that day could be any day now.
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The God I grew up with couldn’t care less whether the planet 
was contaminated or not. He did not like the fact that girls played 
with dolls and dressed up. He was annoyed by boys and all of their 
rambunctiousness. My family’s God thought children did not need 
toys or entertainment of any sort. He was decidedly serious. Any-
thing that was not about going to church or reading the Bible or pray-
ing was just so beneath Him that He could barely stand it. I grew up 
perceiving that the only time I was really pleasing Him was when I 
was in church. Furthermore, that was really the only subject we could 
even talk about. God did not like to talk about anything that was not 
religious. I loved playing soccer, but didn’t dare talk to Him about 
that. I mainly just hoped He could ignore me and tolerate it while 
I played and thought about soccer. I had friends, passions, and de-
VLUHV��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�WR�EH�EURXJKW�WR�*RG��0\�´JURZLQJ�XS�*RGµ�
was pretty much a one-tone, one-color, single-interest God who loved 
me—but barely, because I was so darn human, earthly, and distracted 
E\�´HDUWKO\µ�WKLQJV�

We have had the privilege of traveling all over the world and of being 
exposed to multiple cultures. In much the same way that the culture of our 
childhood homes contributes to the way we perceive God, we have observed 
WKDW�HYHU\�QDWLRQ·V�FXOWXUH�DOVR�KDV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�KRZ�*RG�LV�
perceived by people of that nation. Every culture, or way of “doing” life, 
whether individually or as societies, contributes to the perception (usually a 
distortion) of who God is. 

By and large, the trend seems to be the projection of a God who 
is very limited in His ability to identify with us—a God who is very 
stiff, uncreative, rigid, boring, demanding, religious, and ultimately 
hard to interact with. These perceptions lead us to a host of questions 
regarding His power and goodness. If He is so powerful and so good, 
just why are we in such a mess? Why are there millions of AIDS or-
phans? Why are there so many starving? Why are there so many in 
forced sexual slavery? Why is there so much violence, sickness, and 
death? Everything seems to suggest a God who either doesn’t exist, 
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or worse, isn’t good. If He exists and is good, surely His world would 
not be so out of control. 

If we have not wrestled with and answered these questions correctly, we 
bring to our cultures solutions born in the hearts of those with orphan mentali-
ties. We solve the world’s problems the best we can from our wounded hearts 
and ways, which will never be God’s heart for us. When we live from hearts 
that deep down feel abandoned by God, we will only produce a culture in our 
KRPHV�DQG�LQ�RXU�QDWLRQV�WKDW�UHÁHFWV�WKH�*RG�ZH�VHH��:H�ZLOO�RQO\�SURSHUO\�
care about what we think He cares about. And whatever we think He doesn’t 
care about, we will either not care about it ourselves or will respond to it driven 
by our collective fears and wounds. As they say, “How’s that working for us?!”

Think about this on a personal level. Whether your parents ever talked to 
you about God or not, what parallels do you see in things you believed or cur-
rently believe about God that are similar to your childhood? If your parents 
weren’t around or never spoke of Him, perhaps you tend to see God as distant, 
DW�EHVW��,I�\RXU�SDUHQWV�RU�DXWKRULW\�ÀJXUHV�VHHPHG�RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�\RX�RU�
especially worried about how you would turn out, maybe you interact with a 
God who thinks your life is so complicated He couldn’t possibly help until you 
JHW�LW�WRJHWKHU�ÀUVW��0D\EH�+H�LV�GLVDSSRLQWHG�ZLWK�\RX��DQG�WKH�FKRLFHV�\RX�
have made have left this God of yours looking at you through eyes of disgust 
and shame. Maybe your God is loving but uninvolved in the details of your 
life because He has more important things to take care of, so you beg Him to 
occasionally get involved. Perhaps you struggle in a never-ending cycle of 
HLWKHU�WU\LQJ�WR�À[�\RXU�OLIH�RU�ZDQWLQJ�WR�TXLW�DQG�VWD\�DV�´PHGLFDWHGµ�IURP�
your pain as possible. When you have extra energy, do you look for someone 
else to blame or heap it on yourself? If you can identify with any of this, then 
you need a healed and expanded view of God.2 It can change everything.

It changed everything for us. Our expanded perspective of God 
has not gone unchallenged by the realities of life and crisis. However, 

2 Several years ago we began a friendship with Bob Hartley, founder of Deeper Waters 
Ministry. It is important that we acknowledge that he introduced us to this new mentality 
DQG� ODQJXDJH�RI�D�´KHDOHG�DQG�H[SDQGHG�YLHZ�RI�*RGµ�DQG�ZH�KLJKO\� UHFRPPHQG�KLV�
resources on the subject of hope. Check out his website at www.BobHartley.org.
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we have grown to have an unwavering perspective of who we have 
seen Him to be—better than we ever hoped. This expanded perspec-
tive of who He is has allowed us to live life like we never lived before, 
free to love and be loved by a Father who cares far more than we 
thought-—about us and about the details of life. God was the one-
tone, one-color God. We have since come to know Him as the Rain-
bow God. 

Before, He was the One who loved us, but mainly as it related to us get-
ting to heaven one day. But we now see Him as the God of all of life, the many 
colors of love. We see Him everywhere and in everything, quick to offer His 
compassionate heart and perfect solutions for the problems around us. He not 
only cares, but is passionate about all areas of life and of culture because it all 
originated in Him and is the essence of who He is. 

Family. Religion. Government. Media. Education. Economy. Art and 
Entertainment. What are you interested in? What do you care about? What 
is it that you see about our culture that makes you passionate to the point of 
giving your life or career to it, or a frustration that makes you angry enough 
to want to change it and make a difference? What if that thing in you is God? 
What if He does care after all, through you? What if the very thing that has 
captured your attention since you were little—that thing that you wish you 
had the money or courage or talent to do the rest of your life—is there because 
God put it in you? What if that thing that you are good at is Him? What if 
He isn’t hidden in the walls of a cathedral or dead behind the religious ritu-
als human beings have settled for? The proof that God cares about politics, a 
stable income, and a good movie is the fact that you care. Could He be closer 
to you than you perceived, felt, or were told? Could He possibly be more real, 
relevant, and better than you have thought?

It is our hope that as you bring your questions with you through the 
pages of this book, you will gain a healed and expanded view of God that will 
cause you to live like never before.


